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HEDQF Digital Conference:  Planning a sustainable future for universities: 

13th – 15th July 2021 
 

Biographies of the Main Speakers 
 
 
Day 1:  Global and University context 
 

Ian Goodfellow, Deputy Chair of HEDQF and Partner at Penoyre & Prasad 
 

Ian has over 20 years expertise in designing award-winning Higher Education 
environments.  He is currently working with UCL, UAL, Westminster, Brunel, and 
Wolfson College Oxford and has recently completed UCL’s first net zero carbon 
building – an innovative research facility in East London.  He is very involved in 
research and debate within the sector on the zero carbon campus, the future of 

learning and workplace, and currently sits on New London Architecture’s Expert Panel on Education. 
 

Sean Woulfe, Director of Estates at Kingston University 
 

Sean is an HEDQF trustee and on the Executive Board of the Association of 
University Directors of Estates (AUDE) and am on the Editorial Board for its 
important annual Estate Management Record (EMR) publication.  Sean leads all 
aspects of estate, property and department management and is responsible for 
devising the Estate Vision and the associated Implementation Plan and linking it 
with the broader University Strategy. He led the delivery of the first two phases 

(£130m) of the Campus Development Plan (CDP) and reorganised and completely restructured the 
Estates directorate in 2015. 
 

Rupert Cook, HEDQF Trustee and Co-Chair of the Research Group 
 

Partner at Miltiadou Cook Mitzman architects and Certified Passive House 
Designer.   25+ years experience designing for the university, residential and 
cultural sectors. Co-authored masterplanning chapter in HEDQF/RIBA book 
‘Future Campus’.  
 

 
Alex Grigull, Interim Co-Chair of the HEDQF Research Group 
 

Alex is an Associate at Grimshaw with a specific interest in the integration of 
architecture into complex environments to create inclusive, human-centric yet 
efficient and vibrant spaces that enable people to accelerate their professional 
pursuits.  Alex has most recently been involved with redefining London’s largest 
master plan, to become a lively, active new Knowledge Quarter spanning across 
the multi-modal Euston transport interchange.  Prior to this, he played an 

integral role in all phases of the multi-award-winning redevelopment of the University of 
Southampton’s Boldrewood Campus Master Plan since the project’s first inception in 2007. 
Alexander’s particular focus is on tertiary education, laboratory and research facilities, that raise 
awareness of the importance of learning, innovation and scientific exploration. Alongside his project 
work Alex is part of developing Grimshaw’s Net Zero Carbon Urban Design guide. 
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Keith Clarke, Chair of the Active Building Centre and Constructionarium 
 

With more than forty years' experience, Keith has worked in all sectors of the UK 
and international construction industry and retired from WS Atkins in 2011 after 
leading the business to considerable growth.  His current roles include Chair of 
the Active Building Centre and Constructionarium and he is also a Member of the 
Advisory Panel of Women in Property.  Keith's focus is on the transition to a net 
zero carbon economy for the built environment and he is an international 

speaker on this subject.  Keith is also chair of Future Cities Catapult's board, non-executive chair of 
Forum for the Future and a member of the ECI Board (Environmental Change Institute) at Oxford. 
 

Chris Brink, Vice Chancellor Emeritus, Newcastle University 
 

Professor Chris Brink was Vice-Chancellor of Newcastle University from 2007 
until 2016. Before that, most of his career was in South African higher education 
where, prior to Newcastle, he was Rector and Vice-Chancellor of Stellenbosch 
University (2002-2007) where he led a transformation agenda that combined 
teaching quality, social diversity and promotion of research. He also initiated, 
together with the city's Mayor, a town-and-gown collaboration called 

'Reinventing Stellenbosch', aimed at overcoming the divisions of the apartheid era. He took this same 
vision and values to Newcastle, where he championed the vision of an excellent civic university, 
ensuring that the institution's research and teaching focused on tackling some of the major challenges 
facing global society. Professor Brink is a Fellow of the Royal Society of South Africa and currently 
serves on the University Grants Committee in Hong Kong, where he chairs the implementation group 
for the 2020 Research Assessment Exercise of the eight public universities in Hong Kong.  In 2018, he 
published his book ‘The soul of a university: Why excellence is not enough’.  
 

Pooran Desai, CEO, OnePlanet.com 
 

Pooran is the founder of OnePlanet.com and co-founder and associate of 
Bioregional. He is an entrepreneur, real estate developer, author and advisor to 
companies and government.  Pooran studied at Medical Sciences and 
Neuroscience at Oxford and Cambridge Universities before co-founding the 
environmental organisation, Bioregional, in 1994.  During the 1990s he created 
enterprises in sustainable forestry, organic farming and recycling, before putting 

together the Beddington Zero fossil Energy Development (BedZED) in south London, the UK’s first zero 
carbon village of one hundred homes.  In 2002 he coined the term One Planet Living®, creating an 
international initiative embedding the transformative approach with cities and a wide range of 
companies including retailers, manufacturers and hospitality, and over $30bn of zero carbon real 
estate development around the world. One Planet Living used for the London 2012 Olympics (One 
Planet Games) was the inspiration for the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals adopted by 
all UN member states in 2015.  In 2019 he established a new company, OnePlanet.com, building a 
digital platform to help create an economy that will regenerate planet earth and avert ecological 
collapse and catastrophic climate change.  
 

Ellie Cosgrove, Associate Professor in Urban Innovation and Policy, UCL 
 

Dr Ellie Cosgrave is Associate Professor: Urban Innovation and Policy at UCL's 
department of Science Technology Engineering and Public Policy, where she is 
co-director of the Urban Innovation and Policy Lab.  She is also an outspoken 
advocate and campaigner for increasing the quality of Women's health services. 
She is a BBC broadcaster, presenting the Tomorrow's World Podcast and the 

BBC World Service series "My Perfect City" 
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Tracy Meller, Partner RSHP 
 

Tracy joined RSHP in 2000 and became a Partner in 2016. She has been involved 
in a wide range of projects across the residential, commercial, healthcare, and 
education sectors. 
Tracey has been the lead on projects such as Centre Building at LSE (London 
School of Economics), NEO Bankside and Mossbourne Community Academy.  
Tracy is a member of the RIBA awards group and has judged the Architect’s 

Journal Women in Architecture award for the last 2 years. She was recently awarded the Inaugural MJ 
Long Award for Excellence in Practice 2020 for her work on Centre Building at the LSE. The MJ Long 
Prize is open to all UK-based female architects and is judged on an overall body of work, with an 
emphasis on a project completed in the past 18 months.  In 2020, Tracy was made Honorary Professor 
of Architecture at the University of Nottingham. 
 
 
Day 2:  Towards Net Zero:  Opportunities and Challenges for Universities 
 

Andy Ford, Professor of Systems in the Built Environment and Director of 
Enterprise and Innovation, London South Bank University 
 

With 45 years in the construction industry Andy’s speciality lies within managing 
innovation and delivering creative design solutions working with many top 
architects. His extensive expertise in the sustainable design of buildings has 
taken a more specific focus in recent years, since joining London South Bank 
University as Professor, towards how to decarbonise our towns and cities. His 

current research is focused on the integration of energy systems and buildings.  He is an active 
entrepreneur with particular interest in sustainable energy and thermal energy storage.  Andy was 
CIBSE President 2011-2012, has Chaired Industry Boards (UKGBC, CIBSE, CIC) and sat on government 
advisory panel.  He has supervised PhD programmes, co-authored, authored and published journal, 
papers in conferences and book chapters and acted as PhD Examiner and External Examiner for 
Building Services and Integrated Architecture / Engineering Programmes.  Andy was formerly the 
Technical Director of Mott MacDonald and a founder of Fulcrum Consulting 1984 which joined Mott 
MacDonald Group in 2008.  
 

Maria Smith, Director of Sustainability at Buro Happold  
 

Maria is an award-winning architect, engineer, writer, and curator, working 
across disciplines to bring the built environment in line with planetary limits. 
Maria is a Director in Buro Happold’s Sustainability and Physics team, a strategic 
consultancy underpinned by deep technical knowhow and cutting-edge 
innovation. The team brings expertise across a range of disciplines including zero 
carbon strategy, embedding circular economy principles, building physics, 

climate resilience, health and wellbeing and social value. Maria joined Buro Happold from Webb Yates 
Engineers in 2020.  Maria is on the council of the RIBA, a Mayor of London Design Advocate, a trustee 
of the Architecture Foundation, part of the Whole Life Carbon Network, a member of the LETI Carbon 
Targets task group, and on the steering committee of Construction Declares. 
 

Chris de Beer, Head of the Hydrogen Group, Mott MacDonald 
 

Chris is an energy storage specialist with focus on technology and market 
analysis, grid scale storage system design and technical evaluation. He has been 
working on hydrogen system and technology development including 
infrastructure strategy planning globally.  He has worked at Mott MacDonald 
since 2017, before which he spent a year in Capetown working as a Fuel Cell 

Engineer for HyPlat (Pty) Ltd. Before this he worked at Mott MacDonald as a Electrical System Analysis 
and in Capetown as a Research Engineer for HySA Catalysis. He gained his PhD from the University of 
Capetown, prior to which he was a Research Officer at Texas Tech University. 
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Prem Mahi, Development and Innovation Director, Energy Sector, Mott 
MacDonald 
 

Prem’s role as Development and Innovation Director in the Energy Sector at Mott 
MacDonald includes responsibility for strategy, the energy sector, policy, 
hydrogen, CCUS, carbon capture and energy transformation, Innovation.  Prem’s 
current role include business development, strategy and innovation 

management in the energy sector. This work encompasses projects on five continents and hence 
requires a deep understanding of the current power markets and future ideas for growth and risk 
management.  Prem has over 30 years’ experience of working in the energy sector, with extensive 
experience in energy project development (from feasibility study to decommissioning), pollution 
control, climate mitigation and policies for power generation (thermal, renewable, hydro, nuclear, 
energy form waste), transmission lines and oil & gas. 
 

Sunand Prasad, Principal Penoyre & Prasad 
 

Sunand co-founded the architectural practice of Penoyre & Prasad in 1988 and 
has played a central role in the design, procurement and delivery of the majority 
of Penoyre & Prasad’s 300 plus projects of many types across commercial and 
public sectors.  Sunand is committed to engaging with the wider design and 
construction industry, providing thought leadership on current issues such as the 
circular economy, co-creation and valuing design. He has led the development of 

the studio’s healthcare architecture, recognised for its innovative patient-centred and urban 
approach.  While President of the RIBA from 2007 to 2009, Sunand was voted one of the 
Independent’s top 100 environmentalists for his work in ‘greening the RIBA’. He has served in several 
key advisory and policy positions and has regularly chaired Design Review Panels for high profile 
projects around the UK. He is a London Mayor’s Design Advocate, Chair of the UKGBC Board of 
Trustees, Chair of the Advisory Board of the Journal of Architecture and of Article 25, the humanitarian 
architecture charity, and is a specialist advisor to support specific aspects of the Building Better, 
Building Beautiful Commission.  Sunand has authored many books, articles and broadcasts on 
architecture, sustainability, retrofit, hospital design and urbanism. He has been cycling round London 
for 40 years, sometimes taking part in long rides such the 1,500km Cycle to Cannes relay. 
 
 
Day 3:   Designing for Zero Carbon:  A university perspective 
 

Andy MacFee, Principal of AMA Andy McFee Architects 
 

Andy has been leading the HEDQF Student competition and contribution to our 
conferences for the past few years.  As Principal of AMA Andy McFee Architects, 
his experience includes education, residential, master-planning and distinctive 
contemporary enhancements of historic and 20th Century HE estates.  Student 
presentations will be from Kelubia Onaro, Charlie Perriam, Kristie-Lee McAreavey 

and Kanai Shah at the University of Sheffield in 2020. 
 

Julian Robinson, Director of Estates, London School of Economics and Political 
Science 
 

Julian’s responsibilities at LSE include development and implementation of 
estates strategy, policy and performance including facilities management, capital 
development, property and space management and environmental sustainability 
and carbon reduction.   Julian was HEDQF Chair from 2017 to 2020 and is a 
member of the Events Group. 
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Kenneth Kinsella, Director of Capital Development, Londons School of 
Economics and Political Science 
 

Ken joined the LSE in 2007, before which he was Head of Projects at the 
University of East London. At LSE he is responsible for the planning and 
implementation of a substantial programme of major capital projects, long term 
maintenance and carbon management at the School. 
 
Lorna Edwards – Senior Associate, RSHP 
 

Lorna has 14 years’ experience at RSHP, being made an Associate in 2011 and a 
Senior Associate in 2016.  She was the project architect for the London School of 
Economics Centre Building and, prior to this was a core team member for the 
British Museum World Conservation and Exhibitions Centre project.  She is 
currently working on the extension to the British Library which will provide new 
facilities to expand the library’s outreach, education and exhibitions 

programmes; a flexible life science hub and Cross Rail 2 infrastructure.  Other experience at RSHP 
includes as services and LEED integration lead for a 42-storey mixed use development in Bogota.  
 

Frank Connolly, Operations Director, MACE 
 

Frank’s achievements on the LSE’s Centre Building won him the Construction 
Manager of the Year in Education in 2020.  Frank worked collaboratively with the 
architect to achieve savings without compromising the design, design the 
logistics on a difficult city-centre site and incorporate substantial prefabrication 
for 65% of the building. 
 

 
 
 
HEDQF thanks all Conference speakers and our Sponsors: 
 
 


